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1
PLANARIZATION OVER TOPOGRAPHY
WITH MOLECULAR GLASS MATERIALS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a DIVISIONAL application of and
claims priority to U.S. application Ser. No. 12/574,171, filed
on Oct. 6, 2009, incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present invention generally relates to planarization
compositions for lithographic processes, and in particular, to
lithographic processes using non-polymeric amorphous
materials as a planarizing layer.

Progress in nanotechnology depends on advances in
lithography and post-lithographic processing techniques.
One such technique, known as reverse-tone processing
(RTP), can be used to create unique nanostructures and
extend the utility and process latitude of established litho-
graphic techniques. This particular application can benefit
from improvement with respect to planarization layers.

As shown in FIG. 1, the RTP process 10 generally includes
casting a topcoat film 12, typically by spin-coating, onto a
surface 14 comprised of lithographic features 16, i.e., having
various topographic features. The topcoat can form a pla-
narizing film 12' or non-planar film 12 depending on the
material properties and deposition. Ideally, the deposited top-
coat film completely fills all the gaps 18 between those fea-
tures and forms a planar surface 20 as shown in the right figure
(labeled Planar Film) regardless of the topography provided
by the underlying lithographic features. In addition, the com-
position of the topcoat film should be selected to provide high
plasma etch selectivity relative to the underlying lithographic
features.

After the topcoat film is cast, a plasma etch process is used
to remove a portion of the topcoat film and is stopped when
the top surface of the underlying lithographic features 16 are
exposed. The plasma chemistry is then changed to one that
selectively etches the lithographic features (and any associ-
ated under layer) with respect to the planarizing film. After
this step, the tone of the features on the substrate has been
reversed and is opposite to those that were lithographically
formed. Depending on the application, the reverse tone fea-
tures can possess greater height-to-width aspect ratios than
the original lithographically formed features.

The many technical and economic advantages of using
spin-coating to cast films are known to those skilled in the art.
During spin-coat for RTP, however, surface forces and fluid
dynamical effects coupled with the underlying topography 16
can result in a more conformal-like coating leading to a non-
planar topcoat. Subsequent etching of this non-planar film
can result in poor pattern transfer as shown.

It has been found that the degree of planarization over
topography such as that used in RTP depends on the aspect
ratio and lateral density of the topography and on the thick-
ness of the planarizing film. In general, tall and narrow fea-
tures are more difficult to planarize, and the degree of pla-
narization decreases as the distance between topographic
features increases and as the film thickness approaches the
height of the topography (Stillwagon et. al., Solid State Tech-
nol. 30(6), 67-71 (1987)). This implies that it will be difficult
to planarize the space between isolated lines, especially when
a thin planarizing layer is desired.
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Various techniques have been attempted to provide planar
coatings. For example, planarization via thermal reflow of
polymeric materials has been reported (Stillwagon et. al.,
Solid State Technol. 30(6), 67-71 (1987)). In this technique, a
polymer resin is cast in a volatile solvent and applied via spin
coating. The resulting polymer film is heated above its glass
transition temperature (Tg) to reduce the viscosity of the film
so that surface forces will induce lateral flow and promote
planarization. Unfortunately, the viscosity of polymer films
do not drop significantly when heating at Tg and acceptable
levels of planarization typically require high bake tempera-
tures and/or long bake times.

A variety of other planarization approaches have also been
developed. These include etch-back planarization, chemical
mechanical planarization, imprint planarization (Lamb et. al.,
Solid State Technol. 46(10), 53-56 (2003)), and spin coating
of'photopolymerizable non-volatile monomers (Lin. et. al., J.
Micro/Nanolith, MEMS MOEMS 7(2), 023008 (April-June
2008). Unfortunately, these approaches require special tool-
ing and/or additional steps beyond the simple, mature, and
ubiquitous spin-coating and heating techniques.

In view of the foregoing, there is a need in the art for
planarization materials and methods that can be applied over
topography that overcome the limitations of thermal reflow
polymers and the complications and/or expense of additional
tooling and/or processing steps.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a
lithographic process comprises casting a planarizing compo-
sition onto a surface comprised of lithographic features, the
planarizing composition comprising at least one molecular
glass and at least one solvent; and heating the planarizing
composition to a temperature greater than a glass transition
temperature of the at least one molecular glass.

In another embodiment, a process of reversing tone of a
patterned layer comprised of topographical features, com-
prises casting a planarizing composition onto the patterned
layer, the planarizing composition comprising at least one
molecular glass and at least one solvent; post apply baking the
planarizing composition at a temperature greater than a glass
transition temperature of the molecular glass; selectively
etching a portion of the planarizing composition to expose a
top surface of the topographical features defined by the pat-
terned layer surface; and selectively etching the exposed pat-
terned layer with respect to the planarizing composition.

In other embodiments, planarizing compositions that
include a polyhedral oligomeric silsesquioxane are disclosed.

Additional features and advantages are realized through
the techniques of the present invention. Other embodiments
and aspects of the invention are described in detail herein and
are considered a part of the claimed invention. For a better
understanding of the invention with the advantages and the
features, refer to the description and to the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter, which is regarded as the invention, is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The forgoing and other
features, and advantages of the invention are apparent from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates the effect planarity has on
a topcoat on pattern transfer.
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FIG. 2 graphically illustrates the zero shear viscosity from
the Carreau model for a planarizing composition containing a
molecular glass compared to a polymeric composition.

FIG.3A-3D pictorially illustrates scanning electron micro-
graphs of cross sectional views of a topcoat disposed over
topographical features produced by step-and-flash imprint
lithography. A topcoat formed of molecular glass based pla-
narizing composition according to the present invention is
compared to a topcoat formed of a polymer composition.

FIG. 4 pictorially illustrates a scanning electron micro-
graph of a cross sectional view of a topcoat disposed over
topographical features produced by step-and-flash imprint
lithography, wherein the planarizing composition includes a
crosslinked molecular glass.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention relates to planarizing compositions
and processes over topography. For ease of understanding,
reference will be made to reverse tone processes such as those
described above. However, it should be noted that the present
invention is not intended to be limited to RTP and has poten-
tial utility in other applications that benefit from planarization
layers. In optical lithography, for example, this invention
could be used to planarize underlying topography to mitigate
depth-of-focus limitations and improve image quality. In
another example, this invention could be used to reduce the
surface roughness of substrates and therefore reduce the cost
associated with traditional polishing. In addition, this inven-
tion permits tuning the composition of the planarization
material to suit the application. In RTP a silicon-containing
composition may be preferred, while in optical lithography or
substrate-smoothing this may not be the case.

The planarizing composition includes at least one molecu-
lar glass, i.e., an amorphous non-polymeric macromolecule.
When planarizing compositions are spin coated onto a sub-
strate that includes topography in the form of lithographic
features and heated above the glass transition temperature
(Tg), the molecular glasses advantageously flow over the
topography to completely fill all the gaps, do not negatively
interact with the underlying lithographic features, and form a
substantially planar surface. Because the molecular glasses
are non-polymeric macromolecules, the viscosity above the
Tg is generally much lower than that of prior art polymer
materials having comparable Tgs, and as such, provide a
higher degree of planarization. Moreover, the molecular
glasses can be configured to provide high etch selectivity
relative to the lithographic features that define the surface
topography.

The molecular glasses are selected to have a relatively low
glass transition temperature and high etch selectivity relative
to the underlying lithographic features the molecular glasses
are initially intended to cover. Examples of suitable molecu-
lar glasses include, without limitation, polyhedral oligomeric
silsesquioxane (PSS) derivatives, cyclodextrin derivatives,
calixarene derivatives, and other large non-polymeric func-
tional molecules. In one embodiment, the glass transition
temperature of the particular molecular glass is within arange
of about 200° C. to about 20° C. In other embodiments, the
glass transition temperature of the particular molecular glass
is about 150° C. to 20° C., and in still other embodiments, less
than 100° C. to 20° C. For ease of understanding, specific
reference will now be made to the PSS derivatives as being a
representative molecular glass. However, it should be appre-
ciated by those skilled in the art that that the other large
non-polymeric functional molecules, such as the calixarenes
and cyclodextrin derivatives, can be used in a similar manner.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

PSS derivatives are well suited for RTP because they gen-
erally have glass transition temperatures less than 100° C.
Because PSS derivatives possess high silicon content, it is
expected that etch selectivity will be high relative to the
underlying lithographic features. As such, a post apply bake
temperature of 100° C., which is commonly used in process-
ing photoresists, would be sufficient to effect planarization
once the PSS derivative is cast.

Exemplary PSS derivatives are of the general structure as
provided in formulas (I)-(VI):

@

R? R?
Ssi—o—si”
RY O/(') <
3
\Tiéo | si- |
R3
N
Si—|-0—Si
o / R
|/O T/O |
_Si—0—sSi~__,
R3 R

wherein formula (I) is denoted by the formula T¢%*, where T
represents R*SiOy;,,;

(IT)
R R
N .
§i—0—§
R oS oLl
o
5iZ0 | si” (l)
R
(I) SSi—|-0—si
O/ 0 / TR where

_Si——0——si

R R
Rl

R=—0—S8i—R,
RZ

wherein formula (IT) is denoted by the formula Q.M ®!-#253
where Q represents SiO,,, and M*'#*%3 represents R', R?,
R3Si01/2;

(I

R3
\ 5i_ .
R\Si/o (l) O\Si/R
N | R /]
<ot
RI—si7 SN TSSi—R
AY
31 T3
R | R
00 o] o}
1
R S

wherein formula (I11) is denoted by the formula T, ;**, where
T represents R>SiOs;,;
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(Iv)
Si/R
- ~
R o | o R
\Tl\/ (I) \Ti/
R
/)

where

R | "R
\O (@] (0] O/
N—otf
1= U1
R” g
Rl
= —O—?i—R3
RZ

wherein formula (IV) is denoted by the formula
Q, M, SHF283 where Q represents SiO,,, and M?E253 rep.-
resents R', R? R?SiO, ,;

A
. o W)
~ e
/SI_O_SI\
ol | o
R R§ § x SR
l\o Nsi—o—si2 /|
0N/ o
o\ 0
AN\ o A
R3—Si\R3’Sil O lps Tsi-x
RN 70
JSi—O0—sil
R3 R3

wherein formula (V) is denoted by the formula T,,%*, where
T represents R>SiOs; .;

VD

R
~ 7~
/SI_O_SI\

o7 I o

R—Si O O Si—R where

NS
o SSi——O0—Si O|
/ NP o
o\ /o
/ N
R—Si, - O i \SI—R
R LR
o_ O 0 o
AN S |~
/SI—O—SI\
Rl
R= —O0—Si—R?
RZ

wherein formula (VI) is denoted by the formula
Q,, M, *E283 where Q represents SiO,,, and M®E253 rep.-
resents R', R% R3SiO, ,;

wherein R* and R? are independently selected from the group
consisting of hydrogen, a linear alkyl group having 1-6 car-
bon atoms, a branched alkyl group having 2-12 carbon atoms,
a cycloalkyl group having 3-17 carbon atoms, a fluorinated
linear alkyl group having 2-12 carbon atoms, a fluorinated
branched alkyl group having 2-12 carbon atoms, a fluorinated
cycloalkyl group having 3-17 carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl
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substituted alkyl group having 4-23 carbon atoms and an
alkyl substituted cycloalkyl group having 4-23 carbon atoms;
and

wherein R? is selected from the group consisting of a linear
alkyl group having 1-6 carbon atoms, a branched alkyl group
having 2-12 carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl group having 3-17
carbon atoms, a fluorinated linear alkyl group having 2-12
carbon atoms, a fluorinated branched alkyl group having 2-12
carbon atoms, a fluorinated cycloalkyl group having 3-17
carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl substituted alkyl group having
4-23 carbon atoms and an alkyl substituted cycloalkyl group
having 4-23 carbon atoms, a cycloaliphatic alcohol, a
cycloaliphatic acid, a cycloaliphatic ester, a phenol, an ali-
phatic alcohol, an aliphatic acid, an aliphatic ester, a fluoro-
carbon alcohol, an amine, an amide, a vinyl ether, and an
epoxide.

In the notation SiO, ,, x represents the number of oxygen
atoms to which each silicon atom is bonded and y represents
the number of silicon atoms to which each oxygen is bonded.
The PSS resins of the present invention may be denoted by the
general formulas T, ** where m is equal to 8, 10 or 12 and
Q,M, 2R3 where n is equal to 8, 10 or 12.

It should also be noted that the notation Q,M, #!-£>%> may
be written as QM **%3 when R' is —CHj, as Q, M R£253
when R? is —CH,, as Q,M,%* when both R' and R* are
—CH,, as Q,M,”**®* when R! is —H, as Q,M, ™R3
when R is —H, as Q M, ”*® when both R* and R? are —H
and as Q, M, 7** when R* is —CH, and R* is H.

In one embodiment, the polyhedral oligomeric silsesqui-
oxane derivative is selected from the group consisting of
formulas (II), (IV), (VI) wherein at least one of the R groups
of each formula is selected from the groups consisting of
formulas (XIIT) and (XIV).

(X1
0
CHj -
0 O—R* and
N r
CHj
—n
- XIv)
i -
O OH;
s \Sii (
CHj

wherein n=0or 1, m=0, 1, or 2, and R is a C1-C3 alkyl group.

By way of example, the following PSS derivatives of for-
mula (IT) were synthesized and the glass transition tempera-
ture measured. The results are shown in Table 1 below. As
detailed below, the glass transition temperature is well below
the post apply bake temperatures commonly used to process
photoresists. Thus, the same coating equipment used to cast
photoresists can be used to cast the planarizing compositions.

TABLE 1
Structure R Tg(°C)
(A CH; on 35
—O0—Si—
CH;
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TABLE 1-continued

Structure R Tg(°C.)

B CH; 37

OH
—0—Si—/

CH;

e 0 38
CH;
—O0—Si—

CH;

In one embodiment, the planarizing composition includes
at least one molecular glass and at least one solvent.

In another embodiment, the planarizing composition
includes at least one molecular glass that includes reactive
moieties, a crosslinking component, an optional acid genera-
tor, and at least one solvent.

The crosslinking component is preferably a crosslinker
that can be reacted with the molecular glass in a manner that
is catalyzed by generated acid and/or by heating. Generally,
the crosslinking component used in the planarizing compo-
sitions of the invention may be any suitable crosslinking agent
known in the negative photoresist art which is otherwise
compatible with the other selected components of the com-
position. The crosslinking agents preferably act to crosslink
the molecular glass component in the presence of a generated
acid or heat. Preferred crosslinking agents are glycoluril com-
pounds such as tetramethoxymethyl glycoluril, methylpropy-
Itetramethoxymethyl glycoluril, and methylphenyltet-
ramethoxymethyl  glycoluril, available wunder the
POWDERLINK trademark from Cytec Industries. Other pos-
sible crosslinking agents include: 2,6-bis(thydroxymethyl)-p-
cresol, and compounds having the following structures (VII)-
(XIID) including their analogs and derivatives, such as those
found in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application (Kokai) No.
1-293339, as well as etherified amino resins, for example
methylated or butylated melamine resins (N-methoxymethyl-
or N-butoxymethyl-melamine respectively) or methylated/
butylated glycolurils, for example as can be found in Cana-
dian Patent No. 1 204 547.

(VID)

C4H;0CH, CH,0C4H,
N—C—N
o=c{ | >c=o
N—C—N
0
C4H;0CH, CH,0C4H,
(VI
N(CH,0CH;),
NZ N

A
(H;COH,C),N N N(CH,OCH;),
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-continued
IX)
NHCH,OCH;
N |N
A
CH;0CH,NH N NHCH,OCH;
X
0
H,COH;C—N N—CH,0CH;
)
CH,
XD
0
CH;0CH,—N N—CH,0CH;
L
(XID
0
CH3OCH2—NJI\N—CHZOCH3

L

Other crosslinking agents such as bis-epoxies or bis-phe-
nols (e.g., bisphenol-A) may also be used. Combinations of
crosslinking agents may be used.

In one embodiment, the optional acid generator is a com-
pound that liberates acid upon thermal treatment. A variety of
known thermal acid generators are suitably employed such as
for example, 2,4,4,6-tetrabromocyclohexadienone, benzoin
tosylate, 2-nitrobenzyl tosylate and other alkyl esters of
organic sulfonic acids. Compounds that generate a sulfonic
acid upon activation are generally suitable. Other suitable
thermally activated acid generators are described in U.S. Pat.
Nos. 5,886,102 and 5,939,236; the disclosures of these two
patents are incorporated herein by reference. If desired, a
radiation-sensitive acid generator may be employed as an
alternative to the thermally activated acid generator or in
combination with the thermally activated acid generator.
Examples of suitable radiation-sensitive acid generators are
described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,886,102 and 5,939,236. Other
radiation-sensitive acid generators known in the resist art may
also be used as long as they are compatible with the other
components of the antireflective composition. Where a radia-
tion-sensitive acid generator is used, the cure (crosslinking)
temperature of the composition may be reduced by applica-
tion of appropriate radiation to induce acid generation which
in turn catalyzes the crosslinking reaction. Even if a radiation-
sensitive acid generator is used, it is preferred to thermally
treat the composition to accelerate the crosslinking process
(e.g., for wafers in a production line).

The choice of solvent is governed by many factors not
limited to the solubility of the molecular glass, the coating
process, and safety and environmental regulations. Addition-
ally, inertness to the underlying lithographic features is desir-
able. It is also desirable that the solvent possess the appropri-
ate volatility to allow uniform coating of films yet also allow
significant reduction or complete removal of residual solvent
during the post-application bake process. Solvents may gen-
erally be chosen from ether-, ester-, hydroxyl-, and ketone-
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containing compounds, or mixtures of these compounds.
Examples of appropriate solvents include cyclopentanone,
cyclohexanone, lactate esters such as ethyl lactate, alkylene
glycol alkyl ether esters such as propylene glycol methyl
ether acetate, alkylene glycol monoalkyl esters such as
methyl cellosolve, butyl acetate, 2-ethoxyethanol, and ethyl
3-ethoxypropionate, and hydrocarbon alcohols such as 1-bu-
tanol, 2,3-dimethyl-2-butanol, 1-pentanol, 4-methyl-2-pen-
tanol, 2-ethyl hexanol, ethylene glycol, 1,2-butanediol, 1,3-
butanediol, 1,4-butanediol, 1,2-propanediol, 1,3-
propanediol, and other hydrocarbon alcohols having 4 to 8
carbons. Preferred solvents include ethyl lactate, propylene
glycol methyl ether acetate, and mixtures of ethyl lactate and
ethyl 3-ethoxyproprionate. The above list of solvents is for
illustrative purposes only and should not be viewed as being
comprehensive nor should the choice of solvent be viewed as
limiting the invention in any way. Those skilled in the art will
recognize that any number of solvents or solvent mixtures
may be used.

The planarizing compositions of the invention preferably
contain (on a solids basis) about 50-100 wt. % of the molecu-
lar glass, and in other embodiments, about 70-80 wt. %. In
those embodiments where the molecular glass includes reac-
tive moieties, the planarizing composition, in addition to the
molecular glass as defined above, includes about 1-50 wt. %
of crosslinking component, more preferably about 3-25%,
most preferably about 5-25 wt. %, and about 1-20 wt. % acid
generator, more preferably about 1-15 wt. %.

The planarizing compositions of this invention may be
formed into planarizing layer on a substrate by spin-coating
followed by a post apply baking (PAB) step to achieve pla-
narization. The PAB is preferably conducted at 90° C. to 200°
C., more preferably 90° C. to 150° C. The PAB is for a period
of time to effect planarization of the coating. In one embodi-
ment, the post apply bake time is less than 2 minutes. In other
embodiments, the post apply bake time is for 30 seconds to 90
seconds and in still other embodiments, from 45 seconds to 60
seconds.

For additional information concerning terms used in the
field of lithography and lithographic compositions, reference
may be had to Introduction to Microlithography, Eds. Thomp-
son et al. (Washington, D.C.: American Chemical Society,
1994).

It is to be understood that while the invention has been
described in conjunction with the preferred specific embodi-
ments thereof, that the foregoing description as well as the
examples that follow are intended to illustrate and not limit
the scope of the invention. Other aspects, advantages and
modifications within the scope of the invention will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art to which the invention pertains.

The following examples are intended to provide those of
ordinary skill in the art with a complete disclosure and
description of how to prepare and use the compositions dis-
closed and claimed herein. Efforts have been made to ensure
accuracy with respect to numbers (e.g., amounts, tempera-
ture, etc.), but allowance should be made for the possibility of
errors and deviations. Unless indicated otherwise, parts are
parts by weight, temperature is in ° C. and pressure is at or
near atmospheric. Additionally, all starting materials were
obtained commercially or were synthesized using known pro-
cedures.

Where appropriate, the following techniques and equip-
ment were utilized in the Examples: 'H and 1*C NMR spectra
were obtained at room temperature on an Avance 400 spec-
trometer. Quantitative 1*C NMR was run at room temperature
in acetone-d in an inverse-gated 'H-decoupled mode using
Cr(acac), as a relaxation agent on an Avance 400 spectrom-
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eter. Thermo-gravimetric analysis (TGA) was performed at a
heating rate of 5° C./min in N, on a TA Instrument Hi-Res
TGA 2950 Thermogravimetric Analyzer. Differential scan-
ning calorimetry (DSC) was performed at a heating rate of
10° C./min on a TA Instruments DSC 2920 modulated differ-
ential scanning calorimeter. Molecular weights were mea-
sured in tetrahydrofuran (THF) on a Waters Model 150 chro-
matograph relative to polystyrene standards. IR spectra were
recorded on a Nicolet 510 FT-IR spectrometer on a film cast
on a KBr plate. Film thickness was measured on a Tencor
Alpha-step 2000 or a NanoMetrics Nanospec 6100.

Rheology measurements were performed on an AR 2000
TA Instruments rheometer with a 40 millimeter (mm), 2
degree cone and plate geometry. The measurements were
carried out with 5% strain in oscillatory mode, and the tem-
perature was kept constant at 90° C. with a peltier plate. The
data were fit with the Carreau model, and the zero shear
viscosity was determined from this fit. The Carreau model is
given as follows:

n=Me+O)]"!

where 1) is viscosity, 1, is the zero shear or Newtonian vis-
cosity, y is the shear rate, A is a constant with time units, and
n is the power-law index.

EXAMPLE 1

In this example, the synthesis of octa(hydroxynorbornyl)
octasilane PSS (structure (I)A) is described. Octakis(dim-
ethylsilyloxy)silsesquioxane (Q;M;”) (2.54 grams (g),
0.0025 mole), 5-norbornen-2-ol, mixture of endo and exo,
(2.25 g, 0.0205 mole), and tetrahydrofuran (THF) (20 ml)
were placed in a round bottom flask equipped with a magnetic
stirrer, nitrogen inlet, and a water condenser. Platinum (0)-1,
3-divinyl-1,1,3,3-tetramethyldisiloxane complex in xylene
(1 milliliter (ml)) was added to this mixture and stirred at
room temperature for two hours. The reaction was complete
at this time as determined by the IR spectrum of a thin film of
the mixture on a sodium chloride plate. This solution was
added dropwise into 400 m1 hexanes. The product coagulated
and was separated by decantation. It was rinsed twice with
100 ml hexanes and dried under vacuum at 60° C. for 18 hours
to give 3.29 grams of a brown solid. The GPC of the material
showed a major peak with Mw=1579 and PDI=1.02. In addi-
tion, there is a small fraction (16%) with Mw=3678 and
PDI=1.07 which is described in the literature as a dimer of the
desired product. Tg=35° C.

EXAMPLE 2

Inthis example, the synthesis of poly(trimethylsilylmethyl
methacrylate), which is a low Tg polymer used for compara-
tive purposes, is described. Trimethylsilylmethyl methacry-
late (TMSMMA) (15.0 g, 0.087 mole) and 45 grams of tet-
rahydrofuran were placed in a round bottom flask equipped
with a condenser and a nitrogen inlet. 2,2'-Azobisisobuty-
ronitrile (AIBN) (0.57 g, 0.0035 mole) and 1-dodecanethiol
(0.52 g, 0.0026 mole) were added to this solution and stirred
until dissolved. Then, the solution was degassed using four
vacuum/nitrogen purges. The contents were then heated to
reflux for 18 hours. Afterwards, the solution was added drop-
wise into a mixture of methanol and water (10:3) (1.3 liter).
The polymer coagulated and it was separated by decantation.
It was then dried under vacuum at 70° C. for 18 hours to give
12.72 grams of the polymer. Mw=5,826, PDI=1.68, Tg=40°
C.

EXAMPLE 3

In this example, formulation of a planarizing composition
containing octa(hydroxynorbornyl)octasilane PSS (Structure
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(IDA) is described. 2 grams of octahydroxynorbornyl)octa-
silane PSS was dissolved in 23 grams of 4-methyl-2-pentanol
to give an 8 wt % solution. This solution was filtered through
a 0.2 micrometer syringe filter.

EXAMPLE 4

In this example, formulation of a polymeric composition
containing poly(trimethylsilylmethyl methacrylate) is
described. 2 grams of poly(trimethylsilylmethyl methacry-
late) was dissolved in 26.6 grams of 4-methyl-2-pentanol to
give a 7wt % solution. This solution was filtered through a 0.2
micrometer syringe filter.

EXAMPLE 5

In this example, a crosslinkable planarizing composition
containing octa(thydroxynorbornyl)octasilane PSS (Structure
(IDA) is described. 0.50 grams of octathydroxynorbornyl)
octasilane PS, 50 milligrams (mg) of powderlink 1174 (tet-
rakis(methoxymethyl)glycoluril from Cytec Industries), and
25 mg of trifluoromethylsulfonyloxy phthalimide (N-PIT)
were dissolved in 6.6 grams of 4-methyl-2-pentanol and fil-
tered through a 0.20 micrometer syringe filter.

EXAMPLE 6

In this example, viscosities of the polymer [poly(trimeth-
ylsilylmethyl methacrylate)] and the PSS derivative [octa
(hydroxynorbornyl)octasilane PSS (Structure (I1)A)] were
measured at 90° C. The results are shown in FIG. 2. Even
though the polymer and the PSS derivative have relatively low
glass transition temperatures of 35° C. and 40° C., respec-
tively, the viscosity of the PSS derivative is much lower (78
Pa-s) compared to that of the polymer (2235 Pa-s) at 90° C.

EXAMPLE 7

In this example, an 8% solution of octathydroxynorbornyl)
octasilane PSS (Structure (I)A) in 4-methyl-2-pentanol (Ex-
ample 3) was spin coated at 3000 rpm over a silicon substrate
with a topographically patterned film and baked at 100° C. for
90 seconds to give an overcoat approximately 140 nm thick.
The topographic features were formed by step-and-flash
imprint lithography performed by Molecular Imprints, Incor-
porated (Austin, Tex.) and were approximately 100 nm tall
and resided on an imprint-formed base layer with a thickness
of approximately 100 nm. Similarly, a 7% solution of poly
(trimethylsilylmethyl methacrylate) (Example 4) was cast
over a nominally identical topographically patterned film and
processed in a nominally identical fashion to give an overcoat
approximately 140 nm thick. The cross sections (SEM
images) are shown in FIG. 3. Specifically, FIGS. 3A and 3C
provide cross sectional views of the molecular glass based
planarizing composition whereas FIGS. 3B and 3D provide
cross sectional views of the polymer based planarizing com-
position. Even though the derivative and the polymer have
low Tgs, the derivative planarizes the images better than the
polymer. This probably is due to much lower viscosity for the
derivative above its glass transition temperature.

EXAMPLE 8

In this example, the composition of Example 5 was spin
coated at 3000 rpm over a silicon substrate with a topographi-
cally patterned film and baked at 120° C. for 90 seconds to
give an overcoat approximately 140 nm thick. The overcoat
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was planar and did not dissolve in acetone, thus indicating
cross-linking. octa(hydroxynorbornyl)octasilane PSS readily
dissolves in acetone. A cross-sectional SEM image is pre-
sented in FIG. 4.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
element components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, and equivalents
of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or for
performing the function in combination with other claimed
elements as specifically claimed. The description of the
present invention has been presented for purposes of illustra-
tion and description, but is not intended to be exhaustive or
limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many modifi-
cations and variations will be apparent to those of ordinary
skill in the art without departing from the scope and spirit of
the invention. The embodiment was chosen and described in
order to best explain the principles of the invention and the
practical application, and to enable others of ordinary skill in
the art to understand the invention for various embodiments
with various modifications as are suited to the particular use
contemplated.

While the preferred embodiments to the invention have
been described, it will be understood that those skilled in the
art, both now and in the future, may make various improve-
ments and enhancements which fall within the scope of the
claims which follow. These claims should be construed to
maintain the proper protection for the invention first
described.

What is claimed is:
1. A planarizing composition to be applied over underlying
topography, comprising:

a crosslinking component catalyzed by generated acid or
applied heat;

a thermal acid generator; and

a polyhedral oligomeric silsesquioxane selected from the
group consisting of formulas (II), (IV) and (VI):

an
R R
N .
Si—0—s§
w07 Al
o
\Siéo—i si” (l)
R
(I) \Sl—|'O—Si
O/ 0 / TR, where

S{——0——Si_

R R
Rl

R=—0—Si—R},
RZ

wherein formula (II) is denoted by the formula QM ®!#%3

where Q represents SiO,,, and M*'#2®3 represents R, R,
R3Si01/2;
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(Iv)
R
Si
o/(|) \o
R\Ti/ |/R \Ti/R
N/
To/o/ \o\o |
R—Si/\ /\Si—R
R\gTi_O TiE/R
N
| /
Si——O Si
/ \
R R
Rl
where R = —O—Li—R3
L

wherein formula (IV) is denoted by the formula
QoM 7283 where Q represents Si0,,,, and MR F223 rep.
resents R', R? R3SiO, ,,; and

VD

R\Ti—o Ti b
O/T T\o
o Si’R\
R—Si / \ Si—R
N /|
R—li \ / li—R
R/Ti—o Ti\R/
0 4 O/o
\li—o li
R/ R
Rl
L
where R = —O0—S8i—R
L

wherein formula (VI) is denoted by the formula
Q,, M, *HE283 where Qrepresents Si0,,,, and M?E253 rep.
resents R', R? R?Si0, ,;

wherein R* and R? are independently selected from the group
consisting of hydrogen, a linear alkyl group having 1-6 car-
bon atoms, a branched alkyl group having 2-12 carbon atoms,
a cycloalkyl group having 3-17 carbon atoms, a fluorinated
linear alkyl group having 2-12 carbon atoms, a fluorinated
branched alkyl group having 2-12 carbon atoms, a fluorinated
cycloalkyl group having 3-17 carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl
substituted alkyl group having 4-23 carbon atoms and an
alkyl substituted cycloalkyl group having 4-23 carbon atoms;
wherein R? is selected from the group consisting of a linear
alkyl group having 1-6 carbon atoms, a branched alkyl group
having 2-12 carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl group having 3-17
carbon atoms, a fluorinated linear alkyl group having 2-12

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

14

carbon atoms, a fluorinated branched alkyl group having 2-12
carbon atoms, a fluorinated cycloalkyl group having 3-17
carbon atoms, a cycloalkyl substituted alkyl group having
4-23 carbon atoms and an alkyl substituted cycloalkyl group
having 4-23 carbon atoms, a cycloaliphatic alcohol, a
cycloaliphatic acid, a cycloaliphatic ester, a phenol, an ali-
phatic alcohol, an aliphatic acid, an aliphatic ester, a fluoro-
carbon alcohol, an amine, an amide, a vinyl ether, and an
epoxide; and

at least one solvent,

wherein at least one of the R groups in formulae (1), (IV) and
(V1) is defined by formula (XIV):

XIV)
o CH; N
O 1/_ OH;

CH; p

wherein n=0 or 1, and m=0, 1, or 2.

2. The planarizing composition of claim 1, wherein the
crosslinking component is selected from the group consisting
of' epoxy derivatives and glycoluril derivatives.

3. The planarizing composition of claim 1, wherein the
thermal acid generator is selected from the group consisting
of trifluoromethylsulfonyloxy phthalide, 2.4,4,6-tetrabro-
mocyclohexadienone, benzoin tosylate, 2-nitrobenzyl tosy-
late, and ammonium triflate.

4. The planarizing composition of claim 1, comprising a
solvent selected from the group consisting of propylene gly-
col monomethyl ether acetate, ethyl lactate, cyclohexanone,
and hydrocarbon alcohols selected from the groups consist-
ing of 1-butanol, 2,3-dimethyl-2-butanol, 1-pentanol, 4-me-
thyl-2-pentanol, 2-ethyl hexanol, ethylene glycol, 1,2-bu-
tanediol, 1,3-butanediol, 1,4-butanediol, 1,2-propanediol,
1,3-propanediol, and other hydrocarbon alcohols having 4 to
8 carbons.

5. The planarizing composition of claim 1, wherein the
polyhedral oligomeric silsesquioxane is formula (II):

an

R—gi—0 si—R
d d
pe 0
R\Si—oi—Si’R |
| R gi——|-0——si_
? o/ o/ N
|- |-
R/SI_O SI\R
Rl
where R = — 0—Si—R?,
L

wherein formula (IT) is denoted by the formula Q.M ®!-#253
where Q represents SiO,,, and M*'#2®3 represents R, R,
R3SiO, .
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6. The planarizing composition of claim 1, wherein the 7. The planarizing composition of claim 1, wherein the
polyhedral oligomeric silsesquioxane is formula (IV): polyhedral oligomeric silsesquioxane is formula (VI):
ay 3 2 R VD
R Nsi—o si
AN /| AN
(6] O (6] (6]
(6] (6] (0]
R\Si/ | N \Si/R 10 /R\| | ,R\
e Si——O Si
|\ /Sl\ /| R—si / \ Si—R
| N (L\O O/ (|)
'Y N (] [0)
R_Si /SI_R |/ \ / \|
Si—0 Si 15 R—=Si Si—R
x5 |9 N
N N
Si——O Si \| o |/
Si—— Si
20
R R e R
R! R!
where R = —O—Ti—R3 where R = —O—Ti—R3
RZ 5 RZ

wherein formula (VI) is denoted by the formula
wherein formula (IV) is denoted by the formula leMllel’Rz’:3 Wshe?re Qrepresents SiO, , and M* 424 rep-
Q, oM, R F>R3 where Q represents Si0,, , and MR} 2283 rep. resents RY, R%, R°Si0, 5.
resents R', R? R?SiO, ,. DT S



